Watch out for gossip








Introduction:





Two definitions for gossip:





1. “a false report maliciously uttered and intending to injure the reputation of another.” -Webster





2. “sharing anything about someone, when the act of sharing it is not part of the solution of that person’s problem.” -Melody Green.





Body:





1. Greek word.





a. diabolous





b.  This is where we get the word diabolical or devilish from.





2. Scripture references:


Lev. 19:16/Prov. 8:13/Ps. 101:5/Rm. 1:28,29





3. Excuses we give for gossip.





a. I’m only telling the truth.





b. I’m sharing this for the purpose of prayer.





c. I’m really seeking counsel.





d. I wasn’t really gossiping...I was just listening in.


Pro. 17:4/Pro. 20:19





e. I just needed to get this off my chest.





4. Pro. 6:16-19





a. Gossip is a response to having been hurt or having found out something about someone.





b. What should be the godly response?


Matt. 18:15-17/Gal. 6:1








Conclusion:


Eph. 4:29/James 1:26/James 3:2-10





1. Gossip reveals a critical spirit, an unforgiving heart, and pride.





2. Eph. 4:29
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