Things that reveal our character.





Introduction:





I Cor. 3:10-15





a. foundations and materials are important





b. This morning I want to talk about materials. Not what a house is made of or even a ministry is made of...but what are you made of?





3. Possible titles for this message:





a. Things that reveal what we are made of


b. Things that reveal our character


c. Things that reveal our maturity





4. We mistake maturity for...





a. zeal or enthusiasm


b. power


c. knowledge


d. age





5. Let's look at three things that reveal our maturity level, or reveal what we're really made of:








Body:





1. The first thing that reveals our character, that shows what we're really made of is...criticism.





a. When you're criticized, how you respond reveals your character, your maturity.





b. Examples of those who will criticize us:





-spouse


-parents, children


-boss, co-workers


-fellow-Christians





How we respond to criticism reveals our character.





e. Bad responses:





- We get defensive





- We get hurt and bitter





- We'll criticize them right back





"Bless those who persecute you, bless and curse not."    Romans 12:14





f. Good responses:





- listen...even if they are off-the-wall there will be something you can learn from it.





"Everyone becomes our teacher if we've determined that we are going to be learners."





- Admit you're wrong if you are.





- If you don't see their point thank them for their imput and bring it to the Lord in prayer for confirmation.





- And always remember to forgive.





"Forgiveness is the fragrance the flower leaves on the heal that crushed it."





g. We must learn how to handle criticism...it reveals what we are made of.





2. The second thing that reveals our maturity level, our character is how we respond to disappointment.





a. Life can be hard and things don't always work out the way we think they should.





- you weren't suppose to lose the job, be sick, get divorced, have children who turn to drugs...





- have an unfulfilling job or marriage...but you do.





b. The bible would call them, trials or time of testing





"Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance, and let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing."     James 1:2-4





"All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness."    Heb. 12:11





c. God is more interested in our character than our comfort





d. And its true that trials will make you bitter or better





"People, like trees, often need storms to reveal their strength."





e. And its true that few things reveal our character better than how we respond to disappointment.





f. Bad response:





- We get depressed and focused on the problem





- We get moody and look for someone or something to blame





- We conclude that God must not like us





- We want to give up





g. Good response:





- Keep focused on Jesus





- Never doubt His love





- Never give up





h. We've got to learn how to handle lifes disappointments...few things reveal our character more than this.





3. Finally, the third thing that reveals what we're made of is how we respond to authority, or how we handle it when we have to do something that we don't want to do.





"Let every person be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God. Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves."  


Romans 13:1-2





a. Examples of authorities established by God that we have to respond to:





- government





- institutional (like jobs, schools, etc.)





- parental





- husband





- spiritual (Pastoral authority)





b. All these examples have there limitation...the exceptions, but lets not get so caught up in the exceptions to the rule that we forget the rule.








We've got to learn how to respond to authority correctly, it shows what we're made of...it reveals our character.








Conclusion:
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