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Things that prevent a church from entering the Promised Land.

Introduction:

I love to teach from the OT. There are so many great men and women within it’s pages to study: David, Job, Ruth, Daniel, Abraham & Sarah. But probably the most popular person in the OT is Moses. They’ve made movies about his life. But all of the movies I’ve seen fall short, they don’t take you to the absolute end. And I can understand why. The end of Moses life is pretty sad, ironic, possibly even pathetic.

Deu. 34 has Moses on top of a mountain, overlooking the Promised Land, prevented from entering in. He could look but not touch. For 40 years he’s given leadership to the Jews on their journey to this land flowing with milk and honey…the land of promise. They could go in, but he would have to stay behind…all because of one stupid thing he did back in Numbers 20.

Num. 20:1-13

A similar story is told in Ex. 17

In the OT sometimes it seems like God over-reacts and sometimes under-reacts. David commits murder and adultery, admits his wrong and everything is fine…under-reaction. Here Moses strikes a rock instead of speaking to it and he’s prevented from entering into the Promised Land…over-reaction. 

The NT helps us understand much of the OT. For example, in I Cor. 10:1-4 the apostle Paul tells us that the rock mentioned in Numbers 20 and Ex. 17 is, what theologians call a “Christophenese.” An OT appearance of Christ. 

I Cor. 10:1-4

Jesus only needed to be struck once, on the cross. From then on, we only need to speak to Him and His salvation flows freely to us. You see…Moses not only disobeyed God, but he also disrespected the Rock. And because of that, he couldn’t enter into the promised land…how tragic. 

Today  I want to talk about things that prevent a church from entering into the Promised Land. What do I mean by “promised land?” I mean everything that God wants for that church, i.e. blessing and fruit and impact and influence and joy and power and growth and love. 

I’ve come up with 7 things that prevent a church from entering into the promised land. At the end of each point I want you to ask yourself two questions:

1. Do I see any of this in my church?

2. Do I see any of this in my life?

Body:

1. An unwillingness to embrace change.

I have a saying that I try to pass on to guys that are new in the ministry and it goes like this: Never underestimate peoples fear of change.

Much of the resistance that Jesus faced from the Jews was due to a reluctance to change on their part and a failure to recognize the new thing that God was doing. 

Jesus said, “You’ve got to put new wine in new wineskins.”

Six times in the Psalms David said to sing to the Lord a new song…but many Christians keep the dial of their hearts turned to the “oldies” station. 

Question: Do you see any of this in your church? Do you see any of this in your life?

2. Too much reaction and too little reflection.

You see something new coming and you react. 

“What…I don’t like that. That’ll never work. What are they thinking?”


Have you ever reacted prematurely and then regretting what you said or did?


This happens in the church all the time. We need to calm down, reflect, pray, try


to objectively hear out the other person. 

James said, “Be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger.”

We need to slow down, talk less and think more. Reflect instead of react. 

Question: Do you see any of this in your church? Do you see any of this in your life?

3. An inability to discern between what’s really worth fighting about and what’s not.

“There are very few things worth fighting about…and few things worth dying for. It’s important that you know the difference.”

We can be so opinionated. We can make a big deal out of something that should stay a little deal. 

You know what is often behind that? Our pride. We just want to be right. 


A humble person does not need people to agree with them. 

Question: Do you see any of this in your church? Do you see any of this in your life?

4. Forgetting that the greatest commandment is love.

It seems like I remember Jesus saying something like that.

You can be right, and win your argument…but if you don’t have love…in God’s eyes, you’ve lost. 

Jesus wants us to love each other and love is:

I Cor. 12:4  Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,

5  does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered,

6  does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;

7  bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8  Love never fails…

Question: Do you see any of this in your church? Do you see any of this in your life?

5. Failure to stay put.

I think there are very few good reasons to leave a church. I think God wants us to stay put.  Work through our problems and differences and love one another. 

Heb. 10:25

25  not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.

forsaking = leave, or walk away from.

I believe there are things we need to learn that we can only learn by hanging in there and staying put. 

If a newly wed couple came to you seven months into their marriage and said that they discovered that they had some differences and maybe they’d made a mistake, maybe they should separate. 

You say, “No way…work it out. Talk it through. Get some counsel.” The same thing is true in the church. 

The most mature Christians I know are those who have stayed put. God wants us to learn how to love each other and get along. You can’t do that if you leave. 

Question: Do you see any of this in your church? Do you see any of this in your life?

6. Distrust of leadership.

Heb. 13:17

17  Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.

Now you don’t obey your leaders if they’re telling you to jump off a cliff or drink poison or believe some heresy…but other than that…you’re suppose to obey them.

What does that mean?

In the context of church life, obeying your leaders means that you trust their judgment and you allow them to lead you. 

You see, when God calls men and women to be leaders, he gives them gifts that enables them to be good at their jobs. 

You say, “Well…I disagree with them.”

You’ve got to understand, it’s only submission if you disagree. You can’t obey the word of God that says you need to submit to your spiritual leaders unless you first disagree with them.

Illustration: If  I called a special meeting on Wednesday night and intended to hand out $100 bills to everyone who came, and you came…that’s not submission.

However, if  I called a special meeting on Wednesday night and asked all of you to come, and you didn’t really want to but you came anyways…that’s submisson. 

Question: Do you see any of this in your church? Do you see any of this in your life?

7. Forgetting that it’s not so much about church as it is about intimacy with God. 
Remember when we started out we saw Moses up on a mountain, able to see the Promised Land, but not able to experience it? There are two type of Christians, those who watch others experience God and those who experience God themselves. Those who hear about the promise land and those who live there. 

A church will only be as dynamic as the individual members of that church are dynamic. And the individual members of that church will only become dynamic when they know God personally and intimately and the only way that comes about is by spending time with him, regularly…time alone in prayer and meditation of his word.

Question: Do you see any of this in your church? Do you see any of this in your life?

You know…you won’t be able to live up to the previous 6 points unless it comes out of an intimacy with the Lord.  

You don’t have to stand on some mountain looking at others experiencing the promised land…it’s for you. 

Conclusion: Do you want to enter into the promised land?

1. Be open to change.

2. Reflect instead of react.
3. Discern between what’s really worth fighting about and what’s not.

4. Remember that the greatest commandment is love.

5. Stay put.

6. Trust your leaders.

7. Remember, it’s not so much about church as it is about intimacy with God.
