The Friendship Factor








Introduction:





The dynamics and limitations of friendships





ISam. 18: 1-5





This was not a one-sided feeling, see IISam. 1:25-27








3. Why this topic?





a. We're all effected by the dynamics of friendships





b. Friendliness/Friends are something one hopes to find in a church.





c. If you find it it's great, if not...it's a dissappointment





d. Every church I've known have had people disappointed in this area.





4. We'll look into four areas:





a. different definitions of friendship


b. different levels of friendship


c. different limitations to friendship


d. different steps to making friends





Body:





1. People have different definitions of what a friend is.











Here lies one our frustrations with this topic, different people mean different things when they speak of a friend. It's possible for you to think of someone as your friend, but they don't think of you as their friend.





2. There are different degrees or levels of friendship.





- people you are occasionally friendly with, maybe you know their names, but not much more. 





- people you chit-chat with once in a while, you probably know their names, maybe their last names. You have a limited knowledge of them.





- people you see regularly, maybe at church or work.  You know their full names and probably where they live, you've maybe visited their home or they yours. You feel comfortable around them.





- close friends. Of all the  above, you spend the most time with these. These you would consider your closest friends. You've got much in common. 


       


- the best friend (David and Jonathan type)








3. There are different limitations to any friendship.





a. You both might be at different places in the relationship.





b. Friendships cannot be a substitute for Jesus





c. Every friend will disappoint you sometimes





4. Different Steps to making friends





a. Give it time. It takes time to make a friend.








b. It takes compatibility.








c. It takes mutual effort. 








d. It takes contact. You’ve got to be around people.








Conclusion:





How can the church become a warmer/friendlier place?
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