The Church as an Army











Introduction:  The church as an Army.





Body:





1. Military words and imagery are used throughout the Bible to describe the church, Christians, and this life we’ve embraced called Christianity.





ex., soldier, battle, army, armor, etc.  





One of the more common ideas in the NT is that the church is an army at war.





The NT tells us that there are actually four areas we’re at war in. In WWII there were different areas of battle, battle fronts; Europe, south pacific, etc. 





2. The four arenas of war, the four battle fronts for the church, for the follower of Jesus.





a. First of all, we’re at war against our own sinful desires and our tendency to push God off the throne of our lives and try to climb up there ourselves.


IPet. 2:11/Romans 7:23/Gal. 5:17 





b. Secondly, we are at war with the entanglement of the world. The priorities of our culture are seductive, alluring.


IITim. 2:3





c. Next, the Bible says we are at war against disunity.


Jas 4:1 





This is one of the most common military tactics of the devil...spreading disunity.





So many Christians are worried about the threat of the culture upon the church. The culture is not half the threat to the church as the church is a threat to the church.





d. Finally, we are at war against the devil.


Eph. 6:11 





3. How to win the war.


Eph. 6:13 





a. the belt of truth.








b. breastplate of righteousness. 








c. feet fitted with the message of the gospel.





Talk to people about Jesus. Invite people to church. When was the last time you brought someone to church. You say, “I invited them but they didn’t come.” Invite them again, and again, invite someone else. 40% of unchurched people say they would go if someone would invite them. 





d. the shield of faith. 








e. helmet of salvation.








f. sword of the Spirit.








g. pray in the Spirit.








Conclusion:





We’re at war against our own sinful desires, the allurement of our culture, against disunity and the devil.





We gain the victory by putting on:





belt of truth


breastplate of righteousness


feet fitted with the message of the gospel


shield of faith


helmet of salvation


sword of the Spirit


prayer.
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