Living above the Circumstances
Habakkuk 3:17-19

By Dave Jacobs

Intro: Have you ever asked someone how they were doing and they answered, “Well under the circumstances, I’d say I’m doing alright.”?

1. Turn to Habakkuk 3

2. Background...they are under God's judgment and more is coming. These are bad circumstances to be under.

3. Read 3:17-19

Body:

1. Habakkuk's troubles were a result of sin, not his own, but those whom he lived with.

2. There can be different sources for our troubles:

a. sin: either ours or those around us.

b. devil: ex. Job

c. circumstances, i.e. bad luck, result of living in a fallen imperfect world.

"In the world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world."  - John 16:33

d. God: read Heb. 13:4-13

3. Understanding the source is not half as important as checking our attitude.

4. Different negative attitudes we can fall into when faced with troubles:

a. ______________

b. ______________

c. ______________

5. Let's look at Job's attitude:

The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord.

1:21

Shall we accept good from the Lord and not accept adversity?

2:10

Even if He kill me...I will still praise Him.

13:15

6. Let's read again Habakkuk's attitude. (3:17-19)

Conclusion:

Habakkuk refused to let circumstances dampen his faith or crush his hope. He looked to the future not with pessimistic fears of what else could go wrong, but with faith in God no matter what would happen. Even is he lost all his possessions, Habakkuk proclaimed that he would continue to trust the Lord to meet his needs.

Have you ever had someone tell you that they are doing ok, "under the circumstances?"

We're suppose to be "above the circumstances."

Although my trees are fruitless,

no grapes are on my vine,

yet Christ is all my fullness,

and all His sweetness mine.

-Anon.

