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Jesus' Final Prayer: John 17

Intro.

1. Have you ever felt the hope and confidence that comes from knowing that a certain person or people are praying for you?

Ex. Knowing that Billy Graham or Mother Teresa had been personally praying for me.

2. I know of two who are praying for you:

a. Rm. 8:26 "In the same way the Spirit also helps our weaknesses; for we do not know how to pray as we should, gut the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words..."

b. Heb. 7:25 "...since He always lives to make intercession for them."

3. In fact, there is a specific prayer uttered by Jesus for you, and all those who are His children, was recorded in John 17.

Body: John 17 has in it what some have called Jesus' priestly prayer. In this prayer He prayed certain things that would ensure his disciples of being able to carry on after He left. Now lest you think this prayer does not apply to you, since you were not one of the original 12...look at verse 20.

So...if you want to keep moving, lets look at the things Jesus prayed.

(11) Hold them

They were going to face trials and temptations like never before. The pressure upon them to let go of God would be great. They would be rejected by friends and family. They would lose their jobs, face death threats, beatings, etc.
It's gonna be hard for you to move on if you think this relationship with God is totally dependant upon you. You've gotta hold on, but He's holding on too.

- John 10:28,29 "...and I will give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand. My Father Who has given them to me is greater than all and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand."

- God's holding on to you tighter than you're holding on to Him. Don't loosen up your grip...but know than His grip is tighter. Just when you think, "I can't hold on any longer..." God says, "That's ok, because I'm holding on to you."

(15) Protect them

They were going to face attack from the devil as never before. When ever an individual or a church decides they are going to move forward for God...the devil will come in to move them back.

Let me repeat that!

Expect it, respect it, move against it, because the promises of protection and victory are on your side:
- II Thess. 3:3 "But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one."

- I Jn. 5:18 "And we know that know one who is born of God practices sin, but Jesus keeps him and the evil one does not touch him."

- I Pet. 1:5 "...who are protected by the power of God through faith..."

"Satan's ploys are no match for the Savior's power."

Someone once said, "If you don't believe in the devil's existence, try working for God for a while." 

He's real, he attacks but the power and promises and victory are on our side.

- It's gonna be hard for you to move on if you're more focused on being attacked by the kingdom of darkness, than you are on attacking the kingdom of darkness. God does not want us to live in fear. 

So...Jesus prayed, hold them...protect them...

(17) Change them.

They were going to go through changes like never before. Peter would go from bumbling fool, afraid to even admit that he knew Jesus, to the bold leader of the disciples. John would go from a brash, impatient young man, ready to call down fire from heaven upon people who didn't agree with him, to the gentle apostle of love.

II Cor. 5:17 "Therefore, if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come."

Christianity is about change!
Sanctification: The process by which, day by day, we become more and more like Jesus.

- Now notice that here Jesus made a connection between sanctification and the word?

- Phil 1:6 "For I am confident of this very thing, that He Who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus."

- If you want to move on you must have a desire to change...no matter what that means, no matter what that costs.
So...Jesus prayed, hold them...protect them...change them...

(21,23) Unify them

They were going to be tempted to split up like never before. They would have different ideas between them, they would have false teachers creep in to split them, issues of refusing to let go of the old and embrace the new would cause them to struggle.
It's very hard to move on if you're not walking in unity with your brothers and sisters. Resolving conflict, forgiving, accepting, etc.

- Ps. 133:1 "Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity."

- Eph. 4:3 "...strive to keep unity among yourselves."

Being in unity does not mean you always agree. Differences of opinion will come but it's the basics that we agree upon that must be the glue that unifies us.

This is a common tactic of the devil. 

"The Lord adds and multiplies; the devil subtracts and divides."

So Jesus prayed, hold them...protect them...change them...unity them...

(24) Bring them

This world is only temporary. There's more and better to come. Often this was the hope that kept them going. This was the hope that kept Jesus going. The bible says, "It was for the hope that was before Him, that He was able to face the cross."

- John 14:3 "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also."

"The gains of heaven will more than compensate for the losses of earth."

Someone once prayed, "Lord, while You're busy preparing a place for me, prepare me, as well, for that place."

Conclusion:

1. So what do you most relate to this morning?

- hold them...protect them...change them

- unify them...bring them

2. The Spirit is praying for you...Jesus is praying for you...be encouraged!!! Move on!

