How to be the friend of God

By Dave Jacobs

Read: John 15:13-15
1. Three times in three verses Jesus talks about His friends.

2. It wasn't often that Jesus used this word and called someone His friend.

3. Examples:

a. Luke 5:17-20                             b. Matt. 26:47-50                         c. John 11:1-11

4. Each example uses a different Greek word for "friend".  Each example is a type.

a. With the paralytic Jesus used a word that means, "a man". There's nothing unusual about this word, nothing intimate, in fact "friend" is a poor translation for it. It's as if Jesus simply said, "He you, your sins are forgiven." I think this guy is a picture of the common man who doesn't really know the Lord at all...no real relationship.

b. With Judas Jesus used a word that means, "a clansmen, or cousin". This word is more personal that the one used with the paralytic...but not much. I think Judas is a picture of the person who knows the Lord, but not very intimately. Many believers relate to God more like a distant cousin than an intimate Father.

c. With Lazarus Jesus used a word that means, "beloved or dear". This is the same word used in the John passage we started out with. 

5. James 2:23

a. This is the same word that Jesus used.

b. Twice in the OT Abraham was called the "friend of God" (IIChro. 20:7 & Is. 41:8) and both times the Hebrew word used means, "dearly beloved or lover".

6. I don't want to settle for a Judas type of friendship...I want a Lazarus type, an Abraham type. Ok...how? 

Let's go back to John 15:22

7. John 15:22

a. Obedience!

"And why do you call me Lord, Lord and do not do the things that I say?" - Lk. 6:46

b. Scriptures:

"If you consent and obey, you will eat the best of the land."  - Is. 1:19

"Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and you will be my people; and you will walk in all the way which I cammand you, that it may be well with you."  - Jer. 7:23

Conclusion:

1. I want to be the friend of God...like Lazarus, like Abraham.

2. Jesus said I become that through obedience...not a heavy thing, but a response of love to the One who loved me first. Jesus said, "My yoke is easy and My burden is light."

3. Does God seem like a distant cousin to you or does He seem like a dear friend...lover?
