God’s financial plan pt. 2


Intro.





1. Review from last week





a. Jesus had a lot to say about this topic


b. There is a direct connection between this and "Jesus as Lord".


c. Stewardship...it's all His!!!





2. This morning : What does God intend us to do with our money?





Body : The four areas mentioned in the NT where we are to place our money.





1. Our family/paying our bills





"But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever."  


                   - I Tim. 5:8








2. Leaving an inheritance





Examples:





- OT is full of examples of  “leaving an inheritance.”





- The story of the Prodigal Son





- "...for children are not responsible to save up for their parents, but parents for their children."  II Cor. 12:14





- bumper sticker: "We're spending our children's inheritance."








3. If there is a need, to provide for our parents.


I Tim. 5:4








4. Investment in the Ministry or Church.





a. In the OT giving went to temple up-keep, priests, the poor





b. In the NT giving went to the ministers, poor (money distributed through the ministers) Today we don't have to keep up the temple, but the equivalent is the church facilities and operating expenses.





c. Statistics:





- When Jesus spoke of giving, half the time He refereed to giving to the poor and the other half He referenced giving to the ministry.





- In the NT (outside of the gospels) the writers spoke more about giving to the ministry than giving to the poor.





5. Here's the problem. Mismanagement of point #1 makes points #2-4 difficult or impossible.





a. Obviously if you are in dept or over-extended financially, you will find it difficult or impossible to think about leaving an inheritance, providing for your parents or investing in the Church's ministry.





b. Covetousness and Discontent and Impatience eat up our financial resources, leaving  nothing behind.





c. Let's look at Lk. 8:14





Conclusion:





Where does God want our money to go?





- family


- inheritance


- parents


- ministry, the church
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