Forgiving one another





Introduction:





Read Matt. 18:21-35





Body:





1. Forgiveness is hard.





The greater the offense, the harder it is to forgive.








2. Forgiveness is commanded.


Eph. 4:32/Col. 3:13








3. Forgiveness releases.


Greek = aphiaymi = to send away or release.








4. Forgiveness does not mean,





a. you forget.





Some people maintain that if you forgive, you’ll forget. Only God can do that, see Jer. 31:34





b. you’ll trust again easily.





Perhaps some people you will never be able to trust again, and others will have to win your trust over time.





c. you’re a door mat for people.





Conclusion:





Let God’s forgiveness extended towards you be a motivation for you to forgive others.
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