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Finding friends, being a friend?

II Kings 20:1-11

Background:

1. Background on the book of II Kings about?

2. Background on Hezekiah


-comes from a very dysfunctional family (16:2-3)


-but somehow…he turned out ok (18:5-7)

3. Background on Isaiah


-his career started around 762bc


-married to a prophetess, had two sons


-ministered about 64 years

Body:

20:1 

1. A good friend is there when you’re down.

Heb. 12: 11  All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.

12  Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble,

I Thess. 5: 11  Therefore encourage one another, and build up one another, just as you also are doing.

2. A good friend is not afraid to tell you the truth.

Prov. 27: 6  Faithful are the wounds of a friend.

Eph. 4: 15  but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up…

20:2-7

Note, Hezikiah’s prayer changed God’s mind.

3. A good friend will offer practical help.

James 2: 14  What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him?

15  If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,

16  and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?

17  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.

20:8-11

4. A good friend will pray for you.

Phil. 1: 19  For I know that this shall turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,

Conclusion:

Review…

Wouldn’t it be good to have friends like this?


Question: Do you know how to make friends?
Be a friend.

I you wait for someone to be a friend to you, you’ll probably wait a long time. Why?


Because people are self-centered. 

Question: Who are you a friend to?

Question: Are you a good friend?

