Dumb Moves

By Dave Jacobs
Intro.

Have you ever gotten a traffic ticket? One teenager in Philadelphia has received 440 of them! He faces possible fines of up to $88,000, 6 years in prison, and a lifetime ban on driving.

In just a few years of sitting behind the wheel, this young man has racked up 143 tickets for driving without a license, 92 for failing to register his car, 72 for not having his auto inspected, 12 for driving without insurance, and more!

This guy is in a pothole so deep he can’t see daylight.

Body:

David, king of Israel, did something a whole lot worse than violation the rules of the road. He deliberately ignored a direct command from God. Even though Joab had issued a warning, David went ahead and ordered a census of all the fighting men in Israel.

Later, David felt a lot of guilt. The awfulness of what he had done suddenly hit him.

Then a longtime friend gave David a message straight from God. The Lord was giving him the opportunity to choose his own punishment from three equally awful options. There was no easy way out. 

Read: I Chronicles Chapter 21:1-14
Question: Which would you have chosen?

We need to pray for God’s wisdom to avoid making dumb moves. Even so, you and I will probably do a few foolish things in our lives. I think it’s important that we know how to deal with dumb moves.

How to deal with dumb moves:

1. Consider your response.

a. Don’t make excuses.

b. Don’t blame others.

c. Don’t try to ignore or cover up your error.

2. Consider your consequences.

Every decision and action we make carries with it a consequence.

We need to ask ourselves...”What fruit will this bring forth?”

Sometimes the consequences effect the innocent.

I spoke recently to a man who years ago was arrested on charges of carrying a concealed weapon. The other day he was about to be hired when they ran a last minute check on him and discovered his past. He lost the job. 

I shared with him that there are consequences to our sin that sometimes follow us around for a long, long time.

3. Consider God’s mercy.

“...let me fall into the hand of the Lord, for His mercies are very great.”

Conclusion:

1. Wouldn’t it be interesting if we were brave enough to stand up and tell the last really dumb move we made...maybe even the consequences we’re now facing? 

2. Always consider the consequences to your actions.

Consider your response...don’t make excuses, blame others, ignore or cover up. And remember God’s mercy.
