Be a risk-taker








Introduction:








Body:





1. Phil. 2:25-30








a. Background: The Philippians sent Epaphroditus to Rome to find out how Paul was doing in prison. He got very sick. God healed him. Paul sends him back with this letter.





b. Paul says six things about Epaphroditus:





- brother, fellow-worker, soldier, messenger, minister...risk-taker.





In those days travel was risky. Associating with a convicted enemy  of the empire was risky.





c. Risky = “paraboleusethai” = a gamblers term that meant to stake everything on the turn of the dice.





In the days of the early church their was a group of men and women called “the parabolani” the gamblers. It was their aim and object to visit the prisoners and the sick, especially those who were ill with dangerous and infectious diseases.





In AD 252 a plague broke out in an area of Europe, Carthage. The people of that city threw the dead bodies outside of the walls and ended up fleeing the city  in terror leaving the sick and dying to perish. Cyprian, the main pastor of that area gathered the congregation together, they buried the dead and nursed the sick back to health...they saved the whole city because they were willing to take a risk.





The church needs the parabolania, the gamblers, the risk-takers. Now you may never have reason to visit someone with an infectious decease or a political prisoner, but you will face risky situations.





2. Three things that are risky, but worth it.





a. It’s risky to speak.





One of the greatest fears Christians have is having to talk to someone about their faith in Jesus. Fears come up like:





- what if they get offended? what if they make fun of me? what if they ask me some question that I don’t have an answer for. what if it negatively effects our relationship?





and you know...all that could happen. I might say, however, that I believe that the devil puts all kinds of fears in our minds to keep us from speaking.





But speaking is risky. It’s risky, but it’s worth it. Yes, you’re running a risk by speaking about Jesus, but the other person is at a greater risk...the risk of not hearing the wonderful news of salvation in Jesus.





Chances are that all of you here this morning who have accepted Jesus, did so because someone took a risk.





One of the last things Jesus said was, “Run the risk, tell everyone about Me.”





b. It’s risky to speak, next, it’s risky to serve.





Once you’ve settled in your heart once and for all that it’s not about you, once you’ve settled in your heart once and for all that you’re called to be a servant, first to God and then to others...you take a risk.





Servants are not always appreciated, servants are sometimes taken advantage of. People challenged to be servants sometimes worry, “What if my needs aren’t met?”





If I just give myself to serving others...who’s gonna serve me? Many Christians don’t want to get involved in ministries because they are afraid it will cut into their needs. 





Some think, “I don’t want to get involved in the children’s ministry because I have a need to be able to be in the service.”





Some say, “I don’t want to get involved in the youth ministry because I have a need to relax after a hard day at the office.”





“I don’t want to get involved in the Saturday food outreach because Saturdays are my day off.”





“I don’t want to get involved in being an user or greeter because that would mean that I have to get here earlier and I have a need to sleep in.” 





It is risky to serve because sometimes, at first, your needs will have to wait. But a funny thing happens when you decide to run the risk of serving...very soon you discover that your needs are being met. 





Jesus said that one of the greatest things you could ever hope to hear from God on that day that you stand before Him would be, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”





3. It’s risky to speak, it’s risky to serve and it’s risky to stand.





By that I mean that it is risky to stand for what is right, to stand for truth, to stand for what’s moral. 





Your boss wants you to lie and you say you can’t do that...it’s risky. You go to a party and refuse to drink...it’s risky. During a coffee break at work, the group of people you’re standing with are laughing about an off-colored joke, and you don’t...it’s risky. 





When you decide to stand, when you decide not to lie, not to cheat, to be a man of integrity, to be faithful and trustworthy and moral...you run the risk of being rejected, being made fun of, being ridiculed. 





“The only way I know to avoid criticism is to say nothing, do nothing, and be nothing.” - David Hocking.





Sometimes when you take the risk of standing you end up standing alone, but one man with God is a majority.





Conclusion:





In the OT book of I Sam. the story is told of two young men, one was the son of the king, Jonathan and the other was his armor bearer. 





The army of Israel was preparing for battle with the Philistines. The two groups were gathering on two sides with a valley between them. 





One night Jonathan asked his armor bearer if he wanted to part of an adventure, if he wanted to take a risk.





They sunk out and went over near where the Philistines were. They approached a platoon of about 20 men. 





Jonathan said to his partner, “Let’s go down there and fight them, who knows, maybe God will give us the victory.”





To make a long story short, they sought a sign from God to confirm if they should do this, they went and despite the odds, they defeated the 20.





Who knows?





1. Share your faith, who knows...maybe someone will come to know Jesus. Serve, who knows...maybe someone will get blessed. Stand, who knows...maybe you’ll loose your job.





2. It’s risky to speak, but it’s worth it. It’s risky to serve, but it’s worth it. It’s risky to stand, but it’s worth it. 





3. We need to be like Epaphroditus, like the parabolani, like Jonathan and his armor bearer...who knows what adventures await us when we are willing to be risk-takers.
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