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Gideon: An unlikely hero, Judges 6-7

By Dave Jacobs

Intro.

The book of Judges covers the history of the Jewish people from about the time of Joshua’s death to the end of Samuel’s ministry. The book details the lives of 13 judges, one of which was a woman. Judges were military leaders who came on the scene and rescued the children of Israel from their enemies. 

The history of the Jewish people at this time was like a roller-coaster ride...up and down, up and down. The Judges led the people in military victory and spiritual revival.

In chapters 6-9 we’re introduced to Gideon. Gideon comes on the scene during one of Israel’s lowest times...

6:1-6 

This is the background for the story of Gideon. 

Gideon is one of the most unlikely heroes in the whole OT. If there was someone you would never think would be used greatly by God...it would be Gideon. 

Maybe that’s how you think of yourself...if you do, then there’s something for you in the story of this unlikely hero.

Body:

6:11-12 

He didn’t feel like a valiant warrior...he felt afraid...that’s why he was beating out the wheat while hiding in a wine press. This probably was a bit comical...imagine.

Gideon was a fearful man but God still used him.

During World War II, a military governor met with General George Patton in Sicily. When he praised Patton highly for his courage and bravery, the general replied, "Sir, I am not a brave man -- the truth is, I am an utter craven coward. I have never been within the sound of gunshot or in sight of battle in my whole life that I wasn't so scared that I had sweat in the palms of my hands." Years later, when Patton's autobiography was published, it contained this significant statement by the general: "I learned very early in my life never to take counsel of my fears."

Your fears will counsel you...they will tell you can never do anything of significance because you’re fearful...they lie. 

Are you a fearful person...God can still use you.

6:13-15  

The next thing I see about Gideon is that he had an insignificant social-standing, and still God used him.

Israel was divided up into different tribes (some more important and larger than others), the tribes were broken down into different families (some more important than others), and the families were broken down beginning with the oldest down to the youngest. 

Gideon was at the bottom of the social ladder. Based on his social standing, there would be no reason for him to believe that God would call him to do something great.

Some of you can relate to that.

Maybe you didn’t grow up with some of the breaks that others were blessed to have. Maybe you come from a broken home, or maybe your father or mother were alcoholics or abusive. Maybe you dropped out of high school or never went to college. Maybe you don’t have any money, a nice car, a lovely house, a great retirement fund or any other of the things our society says are important... God still has something unique and significant for you to do.

This reminds me of Paul’s words to the members of the Corinthian church.

I Cor. 1:26-28 

There’s nothing wrong with the wise, the mighty and the noble...but if you’re not one...God wants to use you. 

So...Gideon was a fearful man...but God used him. Gideon was a socially insignificant man...but God used him. Next...Gideon was a man who struggled with doubt, but still...God used him. 

Judges 6:16-21  

Now this is the first of two times that God clearly promised him something but he just found it hard to believe and so he asked for a sign of confirmation...the second time occurs at the end of chapter 6...

36-40  

Gideon struggled with doubt...but God still used him.

Everyone doubts God from time to time. If you don’s allow doubt to turn you from God, it can actually be used by God for good...for growth. 
We are born questioners. Look at the wonderment of a little child in its eyes before it can speak. The child's great word when it begins to speak is "why." Every child is full of every kind of question, about every kind of thing that moves, and shines, and changes, in the little world in which it lives. That is the incipient doubt in the nature of man. Respect doubt for its origin. It is an inevitable thing. It is not a thing to be crushed. It is a part of man as God made him. ... Doubt is the prelude of knowledge. 

   -- Henry Drummond from Listening to the Giants. Christianity Today, Vol. 29, no. 17.

Your doubt can become a good quality if you "train" it. ... Ask it, whenever it wants to spoil something for you, "why" something is ugly, demand proofs from it, test it, and you will find it perhaps bewildered and embarrassed, perhaps also protesting. But don't give in, insist on arguments, and act in this way, attentive and persistent, every single time, and the day will come when, instead of being a destroyer, it will become one of your best workers--perhaps the most intelligent of all the ones that are building in your life. 

   -- Rainer Maria Rilke, Letters to a Young Poet. Christianity Today, Vol. 29, no. 17.

Like Gideon, do you struggle with doubts? God still wants to use you. Bring your doubts to God. He will use them to build in your life. Train your doubts and they will be a prelude to knowledge. 

I believe God begins with where we’re at. And if our hearts are right, even if we are struggling with doubts...He will come to us and help us work through them and we can come out the other end stronger and more faith-filled than before. 

So...Gideon struggled with fear, he struggled with insignificance, he struggled with doubts, and finally...Gideon had insufficient resources...yet God still used him.

Judges 7:1-3 

So 22,000 people returned, but 10,000 remained.

That must have been discouraging for him.

Remember that whenever you set out to put God first and do what he says...discouragement will come.

4-8  

Gideon starts out with 32,000 men going up against 135,000...that’s a 4 to 1 ratio. Then that number is reduced down to 10,000 men...about a 14 to one ratio. That’s almost believable. But then the number shrinks to 300. That’s a 450 to one ratio. We’re talking about a suicide mission here. 

This man does not have the resources he needs to get the job done...but look what happens.

Judges 7:16-21  

Someone once said, “It’s not our abilities, but our availability that counts.” It’s not your resources, but God’s resources that make you useful to Him. 

Some people are smart, and talented and gifted...you can look a them and say, “No wonder God uses them...”

God uses people with resources, and He uses people who do not have resources...it doesn’t matter to God because he possesses all things. As long as God stays God...He can use you.

Little Suzie finished her prayer and said: 

   Dear God, 

   Before I finish, I want you to take care of mommy, take care of daddy, take care of my sister and my brother and please, God, take care of yourself, because if you don't we're all sunk. Amen!

If you want a wonderful experience, take your New Testament and use a concordance to look up the two little words, "but God." See how many times human resources have been brought to an utter end; despair has gripped the heart and pessimism and gloom has settled upon a people; and there is nothing that can be done. Then see how the Spirit of God writes in luminous letters, "But God," and the whole situation changes into victory. 

   -- Ray C. Stedman, Man of Faith. 

There is an enormous gap between what we think we can do and what God calls us to do. Our ideas of what we can do or want to do are trivial; God's ideas for us are grand. 

   -- Eugene H. Peterson, Run with the Horses. 

Conclusion:

1. I believe that God’s ideas for you are grand!

2. You might be fearful, socially insignificant, struggle with doubts...you might lack talents and resources...God’s ideas for you are grand!

3. If God can use as an unlikely character as Gideon...He can use you. 

Everyday you are surrounded by opportunities. You have neighbors, co-workers, friends & family members who could use an encouraging word, who need the good news of a God who loves them. You can write a note, make a phone call, walk over to the cubical next to you...make yourself available. There are areas of service in the church that you could get involved in...ways to minister. 

The angel appeared to Gideon and said, “The Lord is with you O valiant warrior.”

And the God says to you this morning... “The Lord is with you O valiant warrior.”

