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An Open Heart

Intro. IIChron. 29

1. background, explain Ahaz's evil rule

2. Read Hezekiah (1-10)

Explain what is happening here. The temple has been closed up for years now. Hezekiah has them open the doors and begin to put things back in order.

Body:

1. I see some wonderful symbolism in this story.

a. textual critics say that the historical accuracy of the bible is not as important as what you get out of the story.

b. they are both important.

2. Symbolic:

a. the temple is symbolic of heaven

b. some have seen the temple as symbolic of the church

c. I see this story as symbolic of how the door of our hearts needs to be opened to Lordship of Jesus.

- God doesn't dwell in buildings...He dwells in hearts.

- Rev. 3:20

3. As I read this story, it caused me to ask, "How open is my heart to God?"

a. How open is yours?

b. some a little, some a lot, most somewhere inbetween.

c. it reminds me of the child who wants the door to his room left open at night so the light from the hallway can come through.

This is true of Christians

The wider the door of my heart is to God...the more light comes in. 

I want the door of my heart to grow wider and wider.

4. (11)  When the door of your heart is open wide, it is because your priorities are straight.

a. notice the order...explain.

b. intimacy comes first...everything else comes second

c. If I don't pursue this, I believe over time...the door to my heart will drift closed and I'll find myself at a place where God seems far away, distant, impersonal.

5. (15-19) When your heart is open wide it is because you're willing to go into the inner part of your life and see where you're at.

a. self-evaluation

b. Harris poll: The Harris people polled 100 people and they discovered that 67% never evaluate where they are at personally and think much about how they can change and better themselves. Only 10% of those who do would develop a plan to change in response to their self-evaluatiion. And only 2% would accomplish anything.

c. I challenge you to do this.

d. Notice, however,that when the priests and the Levites searched the house of God for unclean things...when they found them, they dumped them off in the Valley of Kidron (16)
- Kidron is where the blood of the sacrifices drained into.

- Don't even bother with introspection if you don't intend to drop off what you find in the valley Kidron.

e. If I don't do this, I believe over time...the door to my heart will drift closed and I'll find myself at a place where God seems far away, distant, impersonal.

6. Now in verses 20-31 two things stand out to me:

a. First of all they offered two types of sacrifices, the burnt offerings and the thank offerings...these are different.

b. When your heart is open wide it is because you are not content with the bare minimal...mediocrity. You're not interested in what is normal...you want to go beyond normal. 

c. Find out what is "normal" and then...cross over that line.

- love a little more, forgive a little more, give a little more money, pray a little more, study the scriptures a little more.

d. If I settle for mediocrity, I believe over time...the door to my heart will drift closed and I'll find myself at a place where God seems far away, distant, impersonal.

e. The second, and final thing I see is found in verse 28, and it has to do with worship.

There was no "observer" mentality here.

The people were worshipping...and the singers too.

Usually it's the other way around.

If my heart is open wide to the Lordship of Christ it is because I'm learning to enter into worship...not as an observer, but as a participant.

This is like the debate, which came first, the chicken or the egg? Does worship open the door of my heart to God or is it that when the door of my heart is open to the Lordship of Christ...I worship? Both are true.

f. I know, however, that if I don't learn how to make worship a big part of my life, I believe over time...the door to my heart will drift closed and I'll find myself at a place where God seems far away, distant, impersonal.

Conclusion:

1. In conclusion, I want to wrap up the story...and the last thing I want to say doesn't really have much to do with the main points of my message, it's just really cool and I want to share it with you.

2. Paraphrase 30:1-22 and then read verse 23.

3. How open is your heart this morning?

